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1 So in original. Does not conform to section catchline. 

and the publications in slip or pamphlet form of 

the laws of the United States issued under the 

authority of the Archivist of the United States, 

and the Treaties and Other International Acts 

Series issued under the authority of the Sec-

retary of State shall be competent evidence of 

the several public and private Acts of Congress, 

and of the treaties, international agreements 

other than treaties, and proclamations by the 

President of such treaties and international 

agreements other than treaties, as the case may 

be, therein contained, in all the courts of law 

and equity and of maritime jurisdiction, and in 

all the tribunals and public offices of the United 

States, and of the several States, without any 

further proof or authentication thereof. 

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 636; Pub. L. 89–497, 

§ 1, July 8, 1966, 80 Stat. 271; Pub. L. 98–497, title 

I, § 107(d), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2291.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–497 substituted ‘‘Archivist of the 

United States’’ for ‘‘Administrator of General Serv-

ices’’. 
1966—Pub. L. 89–497 made slip laws and the Treaties 

and Other International Acts Series competent legal 

evidence of the several acts of Congress and the trea-

ties and other international agreements contained 

therein. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–497 effective Apr. 1, 1985, 

see section 301 of Pub. L. 98–497, set out as a note under 

section 2102 of Title 44, Public Printing and Documents. 

§ 114. Sealing of instruments 

In all cases where a seal is necessary by law to 

any commission, process, or other instrument 

provided for by the laws of Congress, it shall be 

lawful to affix the proper seal by making an im-

pression therewith directly on the paper to 

which such seal is necessary; which shall be as 

valid as if made on wax or other adhesive sub-

stance. 

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 636.) 

CHAPTER 3—CODE OF LAWS OF UNITED 
STATES AND SUPPLEMENTS; DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA CODE AND SUPPLEMENTS 

Sec. 

201. Publication and distribution of Code of Laws 

of United States and Supplements and Dis-

trict of Columbia Code and Supplements. 
(a) Publishing in slip or pamphlet form 

or in Statutes at Large. 
(b) Curtailing number of copies pub-

lished. 
(c) Dispensing with publication of more 

than one Supplement for each Con-

gress. 
202. Preparation and publication of Codes and 

Supplements. 
(a) Cumulative Supplements to Code of 

Laws of United States for each ses-

sion of Congress. 
(b) Cumulative Supplement to District of 

Columbia Code for each session of 

Congress. 
(c) New editions of Codes and Supple-

ments. 
203. District of Columbia Code; preparation and 

publication; cumulative supplements. 
204. Codes and Supplements as evidence of the 

laws of United States and District of Co-

lumbia; citation of Codes and Supplements. 

Sec. 

(a) United States Code. 
(b) District of Columbia Code. 
(c) District of Columbia Code; citation. 
(d) Supplements to Codes; citation. 
(e) New edition of Codes; citation. 

205. Codes and Supplement; where printed; form 

and style; ancillaries. 
206. Bills and resolutions of Committee on the Ju-

diciary of House of Representatives; form 

and style; ancillaries; curtailment of copies. 
207. Copies of acts and resolutions in slip form; 

additional number printed for Committee 

on the Judiciary of House of Representa-

tives. 
208. Delegation of function of Committee on the 

Judiciary to other agencies; printing, etc., 

under direction of Joint Committee on 

Printing.1 
209. Copies of Supplements to Code of Laws of 

United States and of District of Columbia 

Code and Supplements; conclusive evidence 

of original. 
210. Distribution of Supplements to Code of Laws 

of United States and of District of Columbia 

Code and Supplements; slip and pamphlet 

copies. 
211. Copies to Members of Congress. 
212. Additional distribution at each new Congress. 
213. Appropriation for preparing and editing sup-

plements. 

§ 201. Publication and distribution of Code of 
Laws of United States and Supplements and 
District of Columbia Code and Supplements 

In order to avoid duplication and waste— 
(a) Publishing in slip or pamphlet form or in 

Statutes at Large.—Publication in slip or pam-

phlet form or in the Statutes at Large of any of 

the volumes or publications enumerated in sec-

tions 202 and 203 of this title, shall, in event of 

enactment, be dispensed with whenever the 

Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 

Representatives so directs the Archivist of the 

United States; 
(b) Curtailing number of copies published.— 

Curtailment of the number provided by law to 

be printed and distributed of the volumes or 

publications enumerated in sections 202 and 203 

of this title may be directed by such committee, 

except that the Public Printer shall print such 

numbers as are necessary for depository library 

distribution and for sale; and 
(c) Dispensing with publication of more than 

one Supplement for each Congress.—Such com-

mittee may direct that the printing and dis-

tribution of any supplement to the Code of Laws 

of the United States or to the Code of the Dis-

trict of Columbia be dispensed with entirely, ex-

cept that there shall be printed and distributed 

for each Congress at least one supplement to 

each such code, containing the legislation of 

such Congress. 

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 637; Sept. 3, 1954, 

ch. 1263, § 1, 68 Stat. 1226; Pub. L. 98–497, title I, 

§ 107(d), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2291.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–497 substituted ‘‘Archi-

vist of the United States’’ for ‘‘Administrator of Gen-

eral Services’’. 
1954—Subsec. (a). Act Sept. 3, 1954, substituted ‘‘Ad-

ministrator of General Services’’ for ‘‘Secretary of 

State’’. 



Page 12 TITLE 1—GENERAL PROVISIONS § 202 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–497 effective Apr. 1, 1985, 

see section 301 of Pub. L. 98–497, set out as a note under 

section 2102 of Title 44, Public Printing and Documents. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 208 of this title. 

§ 202. Preparation and publication of Codes and 
Supplements 

There shall be prepared and published under 

the supervision of the Committee on the Judici-

ary of the House of Representatives— 

(a) Cumulative Supplements to Code of Laws 

of United States for each session of Congress.— 

A supplement for each session of the Congress to 

the then current edition of the Code of Laws of 

the United States, cumulatively embracing the 

legislation of the then current supplement, and 

correcting errors in such edition and supple-

ment; 

(b) Cumulative Supplement to District of Co-

lumbia Code for each session of Congress.—A 

supplement for each session of the Congress to 

the then current edition of the Code of the Dis-

trict of Columbia, cumulatively embracing the 

legislation of the then current supplement, and 

correcting errors in such edition and supple-

ment; 

(c) New editions of Codes and Supplements.— 

New editions of the Code of Laws of the United 

States and of the Code of the District of Colum-

bia, correcting errors and incorporating the 

then current supplement. In the case of each 

code new editions shall not be published oftener 

than once in each five years. Copies of each such 

edition shall be distributed in the same manner 

as provided in the case of supplements to the 

code of which it is a new edition. Supplements 

published after any new edition shall not con-

tain the legislation of supplements published be-

fore such new edition. 

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 637.) 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Council of the District of Columbia, functions re-

specting, see section 2 of Pub. L. 94–386, Aug. 14, 1976, 

90 Stat. 1170, set out as a note under section 285b of 

Title 2, The Congress. 

Office of the Law Revision Counsel, functions re-

specting preparation, revision, publication, etc., see 

section 285b of Title 2. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 201, 205, 208, 209, 

210, 211, 213 of this title. 

§ 203. District of Columbia Code; preparation and 
publication; cumulative supplements 

The Committee on the Judiciary of the House 

of Representatives is authorized to print bills to 

codify, revise, and reenact the general and per-

manent laws relating to the District of Colum-

bia and cumulative supplements thereto, similar 

in style, respectively, to the Code of Laws of the 

United States, and supplements thereto, and to 

so continue until final enactment thereof in 

both Houses of the Congress of the United 

States. 

(July 30, 1947, ch. 388, 61 Stat. 638.) 

COMMISSION ON REVISION OF THE CRIMINAL LAWS OF 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Pub. L. 90–226, title X, Dec. 27, 1967, 81 Stat. 742, pro-

vided for creation and operation of a commission to 

study and make recommendations with reference to a 

revised code of criminal law and procedure for the Dis-

trict of Columbia, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 91–358, 

title VI, § 601, July 29, 1970, 84 Stat. 667, as amended by 

Pub. L. 91–530, § 2(b)(1), Dec. 7, 1970, 84 Stat. 1390. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Council of the District of Columbia, functions re-

specting, see section 2 of Pub. L. 94–386, Aug. 14, 1976, 

90 Stat. 1170, set out as a note under section 285b of 

Title 2, The Congress. 
Office of the Law Revision Counsel, functions re-

specting, see section 285b of Title 2. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 201, 205, 208, 209, 

210, 211, 213 of this title. 

§ 204. Codes and Supplements as evidence of the 
laws of United States and District of Colum-
bia; citation of Codes and Supplements 

In all courts, tribunals, and public offices of 

the United States, at home or abroad, of the Dis-

trict of Columbia, and of each State, Territory, 

or insular possession of the United States— 
(a) United States Code.—The matter set forth 

in the edition of the Code of Laws of the United 

States current at any time shall, together with 

the then current supplement, if any, establish 

prima facie the laws of the United States, gen-

eral and permanent in their nature, in force on 

the day preceding the commencement of the ses-

sion following the last session the legislation of 

which is included: Provided, however, That when-

ever titles of such Code shall have been enacted 

into positive law the text thereof shall be legal 

evidence of the laws therein contained, in all the 

courts of the United States, the several States, 

and the Territories and insular possessions of 

the United States. 
(b) District of Columbia Code.—The matter set 

forth in the edition of the Code of the District of 

Columbia current at any time shall, together 

with the then current supplement, if any, estab-

lish prima facie the laws, general and permanent 

in their nature, relating to or in force in the 

District of Columbia on the day preceding the 

commencement of the session following the last 

session the legislation of which is included, ex-

cept such laws as are of application in the Dis-

trict of Columbia by reason of being laws of the 

United States general and permanent in their 

nature. 
(c) District of Columbia Code; citation.—The 

Code of the District of Columbia may be cited as 

‘‘D.C. Code’’. 
(d) Supplements to Codes; citation.—Supple-

ments to the Code of Laws of the United States 

and to the Code of the District of Columbia may 

be cited, respectively, as ‘‘U.S.C., Sup. ’’, and 

‘‘D.C. Code, Sup. ’’, the blank in each case 

being filled with Roman figures denoting the 

number of the supplement. 
(e) New edition of Codes; citation.—New edi-

tions of each of such codes may be cited, respec-

tively, as ‘‘U.S.C., ed.’’, and ‘‘D.C. Code,

ed.’’, the blank in each case being filled with fig-

ures denoting the last year the legislation of 

which is included in whole or in part. 
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